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Breast Cancer Guidelines for Pathologists 
  Document Name Summary 

A UK Guidelines  

1 NHSBSP and RCPath Breast Pathology 
Reporting Guidelines 

Two main UK breast pathology reporting guidelines are published in June 2016: 
1- Pathology reporting of breast disease in surgical excision specimens incorporating the dataset for 
histological reporting of breast cancer represents the update of the NHSBSP Guidelines for Pathology 
Reporting in Breast Cancer Screening and The Royal College of Pathologists’ Standards and datasets for 
reporting cancers 2005.  
2- Guidelines for non-operative diagnostic procedures and reporting in breast cancer screening: It replaces 
the Guidelines for non-operative diagnostic procedures and reporting in breast cancer screening, 2001, and 
the previous guidelines published as NHSBSP Publication No 50. 
The college website also provides breast dataset proformas (NHS BSP breast pathology synoptic proforma 
template for surgically resected lesions). These have been written to help breast pathologists work towards 
a consistent approach for the reporting and to define the range of acceptable practice in handling breast 
pathology specimens. 

2 RCPath Pathology Documents Relevant 
to Breast Pathologists 

1- Double-reporting in histopathology 
2- Standards for integrated reporting in cellular pathology 
3- Guidelines on staffing and workload for histopathology and cytopathology departments, 4th edition 
4- An approach to the assessment of uncertainty of measurement for cellular pathology laboratories 

3 NICE Breast Cancer Guidelines This website provides guidelines produced by NICE (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence) on 
early and advanced breast cancer as well as familial breast cancer including management. It also provides 
other related guidelines, gene expression profiling and expanded IHC tests for guiding adjuvant 
chemotherapy, NICE Pathways, quality standards and advice. 

4 Clinical Guidelines for Breast Cancer 
Screening Assessment: 4th edition: Ref: 
NHSBSP Publication No 49; PHE 
publications  

Although this document describes the NHS breast cancer screening assessment guidelines, it covers B3 
lesions, investigation and management (Page 13 and Appendix 2). 

5 UK Breast Screening: Professional 
Guidance (2016) 

These documents provide guidance for health professionals, managers and commissioners working in the 
NHS breast screening programme including programme guidance and standards, uncertainties about the 
management of women with screen-detected DCIS, higher risk women and the use of MRI, good practice in 
breast screening as well as equipment and quality control and quality assurance.  
There are Quality Assurance Guidelines for Surgeons in Breast Cancer Screening (2009)  

https://www.rcpath.org/profession/publications/cancer-datasets.html
https://www.rcpath.org/profession/publications/cancer-datasets.html
https://www.rcpath.org/profession/publications/specialty-specific-publications.html
https://www.rcpath.org/profession/publications/specialty-specific-publications.html
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/conditions-and-diseases/cancer/breast-cancer
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/dg10/
http://www.associationofbreastsurgery.org.uk/media/63322/nice_qs_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breast-screening-clinical-guidelines-for-screening-management
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breast-screening-clinical-guidelines-for-screening-management
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breast-screening-clinical-guidelines-for-screening-management
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breast-screening-clinical-guidelines-for-screening-management
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/breast-screening-professional-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/breast-screening-professional-guidance
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6 UK: Association of Breast Surgery 
(ABS) Guidelines  

The ABS website includes variety of UK national guidelines. In recent years ABS has developed its Surgical 
Guidelines for the Management of Breast Cancer to ensure that treatment standards are the same 
regardless of whether patients were diagnosed through the NHS Breast Screening Programme or 
symptomatically. Recent guidelines include margin assessment (Invasive and DCIS), management of the 
axilla, and anaplastic large cell lymphoma guidelines. 

B European Guidelines  
1 The Irish Department of Health. 

Diagnosis, staging and treatment of 
patients with breast cancer. National 
Clinical Guideline No. 7. 

The Irish Guidelines that focus on aspects of Radiology, Surgery, Medical Oncology, Radiation Oncology and 
Palliative Care. These take the form of key recommendations developed using the PICO format and critical 
review of the available evidence. They focus on controversial issues rather than being totally 
comprehensive.    

2 European Guidelines The ESMO (the European Society For Medical Oncology) Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPG) are intended to 
provide recommendations for the best standards of cancer care, based on evidence-based medicine. 

C 
1 College of American Pathologists 

Guidelines 
The CAP Cancer Protocol Templates provide guidelines for collecting the essential data elements for 
complete reporting of breast cancer, both invasive and DCIS. The Cancer Biomarker Reporting Templates 
are intended to provide reporting guidance for commonly ordered biomarkers and are not currently 
required for accreditation purposes. 

2 Australian Guidelines 1- Invasive breast cancer structured reporting protocol (2nd Edition 2012) developed by the Royal College of 
Pathologists of Australasia as an educational tool to assist pathologists in reporting of relevant information 
for specific cancers. Each protocol includes “standards” and “guidelines” which are indicators of ‘minimum 
requirements’ and ‘recommendations’, which reflect the opinion of the expert authoring groups. 
2-This guidelines is produced by National Breast and Ovarian Cancer Centre and Australian Cancer Network 
and provides a guide for pathology reporting of breast cancer (3rd edition 2008) 

3 AJCC Cancer Staging Manual 8th edition 
2017 

The AJCC Cancer Staging Manual is the gold standard to help the cancer patient management team 
determine the correct stage for patients, allowing for the most appropriate care plan. 

D Other Important Publications related to Breast Cancer Reporting 
1 UK HER2 Testing Guidelines (2015)  

 
This article provides an update of the guidelines for HER2 testing in the UK. It aimed to further improve the 
analytical validity and clinical utility of HER2 testing by providing guidelines of test performance parameters, 
and recommendations on the post-analytical interpretation of test results. The authors published these 
guidelines on behalf of the National Coordinating Committee for Breast Pathology 

2 Macroscopic handling and reporting of 
neoadjuvant cases (2015) 

This article describes the macroscopic handling and reporting of breast cancer specimens pre- and post-
neoadjuvant chemotherapy treatment and reviews pathological issues and suggested some practical 
approaches 

http://www.associationofbreastsurgery.org.uk/publications/guidelines/
http://www.associationofbreastsurgery.org.uk/publications/guidelines/
http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/profinfo/guidelines/breast/breastguideline.pdf
http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/profinfo/guidelines/breast/breastguideline.pdf
http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/profinfo/guidelines/breast/breastguideline.pdf
http://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/cancer/profinfo/guidelines/breast/breastguideline.pdf
http://www.esmo.org/Guidelines/Breast-Cancer
http://www.cap.org/web/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/cancer_protocol_templates.jspx?_afrLoop=105928251160300#!%40%40%3F_afrLoop%3D105928251160300%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D8uwmtir2u_4
http://www.cap.org/web/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/cancer_protocol_templates.jspx?_afrLoop=105928251160300#!%40%40%3F_afrLoop%3D105928251160300%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D8uwmtir2u_4
https://www.rcpa.edu.au/getattachment/7b70b3e5-5dca-403f-893e-638815f487b1/Protocol-invasive-breast-cancer.aspx
http://www.cancer.org.au/content/pdf/HealthProfessionals/ClinicalGuidelines/Pathology_reporting_breastcancer_3rdEd2008.pdf
https://cancerstaging.org/references-tools/deskreferences/Pages/default.aspx
https://cancerstaging.org/references-tools/deskreferences/Pages/default.aspx
http://jcp.bmj.com/content/68/2/93.long
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25585651
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25585651
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3 The role of histological grade (2010) In this review article, the authors present an analysis of the validity of histological grade as a prognostic 
factor and a consensus view on the significance of histological grade and its role in breast cancer 
classification and staging systems in this era of emerging clinical use of molecular classifiers. 

4 Ki67 Assessment in Breast Cancer 1-Assessment of Ki67 in Breast Cancer: Recommendations from the International Ki67 in Breast Cancer 
Working Group (2011) 

2- An international study to increase concordance in Ki67 scoring 

3-St Gallen 2015 subtyping of luminal breast cancers: impact of different Ki67-based proliferation 
assessment methods (2016) 

5 Assessment of tumour infiltrating 
lymphocytes (TILs) 

The evaluation of tumor-infiltrating lymphocytes (TILs) in breast cancer: recommendations by an 
International TILs Working Group 2014 

   
6 B3 lesions First International Consensus Conference on lesions of uncertain malignant potential in the breast (B3 

lesions) (2016) 
7 Phyllodes tumours This review article provides a consensus view on phyllodes tumours of the breast 
8 UK DCIS review of margins:  

Breast conservation in ductal carcinoma 
in situ (DCIS): what defines optimal 
margins? (2016) 

This review aims to address the clinical question of the minimal margin width in DCIS treated with breast 
conserving surgery (BCS) that is associated with the lowest recurrence rate. A range of clinical circumstances 
that might affect this are considered. 

9 Sentinel Lymph Node in Breast Cancer: 
Review Article from a Pathologist’s 
Point of View (2016)  
(1), (2), (3) 

These articles provide an update of the ASCO Clinical Practice Guideline and a brief history of TNM with a 
focus on N-stage and innate problems with the guidelines, and why pathologists may have difficulties in 
assessing lymph node metastases uniformly. It also describes the clinical significance of isolated tumor cells, 
micrometastasis, and macrometastasis 

10 ASCO/CAP Guidelines for HER2 Testing 
in breast cancer (2013) 

Recommendations for Human Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor 2 Testing in Breast Cancer by the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology/College of American Pathologists Clinical Practice Guideline. 

11 ASCO/CAP Guidelines for ER and PR 
Testing in breast cancer (2010) 

American Society of Clinical Oncology/College Of American Pathologists guideline recommendations for 
immunohistochemical testing of estrogen and progesterone receptors in breast cancer. 

12 Assessment of Margins in Invasive 
Breast Cancer: ASCO/SSRO Guidelines 
    Also in lobular carcinoma 

1-Margins for breast-conserving surgery with whole-breast irradiation in stage I and II invasive breast 
cancer: American Society of Clinical Oncology endorsement of the Society of Surgical Oncology/American 
Society for Radiation Oncology consensus guideline (2014). 
2-Surgical Options and Locoregional Recurrence in Patients Diagnosed with Invasive Lobular Carcinoma of 
the Breast (2015) 

13 Assessment of Margins in DCIS: Society of Surgical Oncology-American Society for Radiation Oncology-American Society of Clinical Oncology 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2949637/
https://academic.oup.com/jnci/article/103/22/1656/890097/Assessment-of-Ki67-in-Breast-Cancer
https://academic.oup.com/jnci/article/103/22/1656/890097/Assessment-of-Ki67-in-Breast-Cancer
http://www.nature.com/modpathol/journal/v28/n6/full/modpathol201538a.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27558625
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27558625
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25214542
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25214542
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5012144/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5027876/pdf/nihms804413.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28000325
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27937089
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5027880/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4804148/
http://ascopubs.org/doi/full/10.1200/jco.2013.50.9984
http://ascopubs.org/doi/full/10.1200/jco.2013.50.9984
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=ASCO+Guidelines+for+ER+and+PgR+Testing
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=ASCO+Guidelines+for+ER+and+PgR+Testing
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24711553
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24711553
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25893416
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27528719
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ASCO/SSRO Guidelines  Consensus Guideline on Margins for Breast Conserving Surgery With Whole Breast Irradiation in Ductal 
Carcinoma In Situ (2016) 

14 Integration of NGS in clinical diagnostic 
laboratories (2017) 

Integration of next-generation sequencing in clinical diagnostic molecular pathology laboratories for 
analysis of solid tumours; an expert opinion on behalf of IQN Path ASBL 

15 Papillary Lesions 1-Papillary Lesions of the Breast: An Update (2016) 
2-Pathological criteria and practical issues in papillary lesions of the breast - a review (2016) 
3-Papillary lesions of the breast: selected diagnostic and management issues (2008) 

   

E Management guidelines  

1 The National Comprehensive Cancer 
Network® (NCCN®) 

The NCCN Guidelines® are a statement of evidence and consensus of the authors regarding their views of 
currently accepted approaches to treatment of breast cancer including invasive and DCIS (2016). This is a 
comprehensive management guideline of breast cancer.  
To Download and Print The NCCN Guidelines: Registration is required using an email and password along 
with some personal details.  

2 St. Gallen Consensus Guidelines to 
guide clinical practice of breast cancer 
care for the ‘average' patient:  
St. Gallen/Vienna 2015:  

This report summarizes the results of the 2015 international panel voting procedures with respect to 
locoregional and endocrine treatment, chemotherapy, targeted therapy, as well as adjuvant 
bisphosphonate use. 

3 BCGuidelines (Canada) Breast Disease 
and Cancer: Diagnosis (2013) 

This guideline provides recommendations for: investigation of breast complaints and/or symptoms, 
diagnosis for breast disease and cancer management of common breast diseases in women aged ≥ 19 years. 

4 European Society for Medical 
Oncology Guidelines 
(1), (2) 

1-ESO-ESMO 2nd international consensus guidelines for advanced breast cancer (2014) 
 
2-Locally recurrent or metastatic breast cancer: ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines for diagnosis, treatment 
and follow-up (2012) 

5 Chinese Breast Guidelines National consensus in China on diagnosis and treatment of patients with advanced breast cancer (2015) 

  
  
  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27528719
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-016-2025-7?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00428-016-2025-7?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals
http://www.archivesofpathology.org/doi/pdf/10.5858/arpa.2015-0092-RA
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26768027
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18171414
https://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/f_guidelines.asp#site
https://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/f_guidelines.asp#site
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/430488
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/430488
https://www.karger.com/Article/FullText/430488
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/bc-guidelines/brdisease.pdf
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/bc-guidelines/brdisease.pdf
http://www.thebreastonline.com/article/S0960-9776(14)00158-1/fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/annonc/article-lookup/doi/10.1093/annonc/mds232
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4620095/

